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The problem
The private development proposal for Toondah 
Harbour will encroach on internationally 
significant Ramsar listed wetlands, and if 
approved will set a dangerous precedent for 
future developments of Ramsar wetlands within 
Australia and internationally.

The private development will include 3,600 residential 
dwellings and a 200-berth marina as part of a mixed use 
residential, commercial, retail and tourism precinct. 
Important migratory shorebird feeding habitat, including 
for the Critically Endangered Eastern Curlew, will be 
permanently destroyed to facilitate the development.
With 3,600 dwellings, the development will lead to an 
increased level of human disturbance to these sensitive 
migratory shorebirds.

Around 42 hectares of the 52-hectare development are 
within the Moreton Bay Ramsar Site.

Approximately 32 hectares of Ramsar listed wetlands, 
and Eastern Curlew feeding habitat, will be permanently 
removed through land reclamation.
Alarmingly, the proponent has argued that the 
development is within the “wise use” of Ramsar wetlands.
BUT any development that permanently destroys feeding 
and roosting habitat and significantly impacts on the 
ecological character of a Ramsar wetland is neither 
sensitive and sensible nor can it be considered “wise use.”
The proponent has suggested that the impacts to 
migratory shorebirds can simply be “offset”, in part 
by creating Eastern Curlew habitat elsewhere. Yet 
there is no evidence that feeding habitat can be 
recreated for Eastern Curlew. It has not been 
done anywhere else, meaning it is almost 
certain that the proposed development will 
result in a permanent, net loss of feeding 
habitat for Eastern Curlew.

The solution
BirdLife is not opposed to sensitive and sensible 
development at Toondah Harbour. 
The harbour can be upgraded without encroaching into 
the Ramsar site or having a big impact on migratory 
shorebirds.

Australia must uphold its international 
obligations and reject any development that will 
impact the ecological character of the Moreton 
Bay Ramsar Wetland, including migratory 
shorebird feeding and roosting 
habitat. 
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One (more) of a thousand cuts to Eastern Curlew habitat
Historic and ongoing development around Moreton Bay has resulted in the loss of large areas of feeding and roosting 
habitat for the Eastern Curlew and other migratory shorebirds. The adverse effects of the Toondah Harbour development 
on the Eastern Curlew and other migratory shorebird species would extend beyond the direct loss of feeding habitat at 
the site. The area earmarked for development is part of a network of feeding and roosting habitats that support over 
500 Eastern Curlews and thousands of other shorebirds. Destruction of parts of this network, and the increased human 
disturbance that comes with a development of this size, could result in the abandonment of larger areas of habitat.
The development will lead to increased human activity near the high-tide roosts used by Eastern Curlews and could 
lead to roost abandonment. As a result, the proposed Toondah Harbour development would substantially contribute to 
the ongoing decline of migratory shorebirds feeding and roosting in Moreton Bay and along the East Asian-Australasian 
Flyway.

How are our current laws failing?
The Toondah Harbour development appears to have 
been subject to extraordinary, discretionary ministerial 
decision-making that went against both the advice of the 
Federal Department of Environment, and domestic and 
international concern about the precedent being set by 
allowing destructive development in a Ramsar site and a 
broad range of potentially significant impacts on Matters of 
National Environmental Significance.
In Australia, Matters of National Environmental Significance 
are (or should be) protected under federal environmental 
legislation (the Environment, Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 – EPBC Act). 
Ramsar listed wetlands, migratory shorebirds and 
threatened species are all MNES that will be impacted by 
the Toondah Harbour development. 

How will new laws address this?
The EPBC Act should protect Ramsar wetlands, threatened 
species and migratory shorebirds. This project should 
never have even been considered. Proponents should 
know that Ramsar sites and important habitat for 
Critically Endangered species are off limits for destructive 
developments.

When our national nature laws are so weak that the Minister 
has the discretion to ignore the advice of the Department of 
Environment it’s clearly time for new laws. 
Strengthened environmental legislation must ensure the 
Federal Government assumes responsibility and leadership 
for reversing the decline in Australia’s environment. It 
must prevent the extinction of native species; and protect 
and recover key biodiversity areas, threatened ecological 
communities and threatened species including strict 
protection for their critical habitats. 
The proposed new independent National Environmental 
Protection Agency would be responsible for conducting 
transparent environmental assessments and would ensure 
that Australia meets its obligations to conserve important 
habitat protected under international agreements.
The independent National Environment Commission would 
ensure that Australia has a robust system of biodiversity 
monitoring, improving our understanding of migratory 
species’ use of key habitats and ensuring these are not 
subject to cumulative impacts from multiple projects across 
the species’ range.
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